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Welcome to the ESSEX
INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL

With support from Essex County Council’s Arts and Cultural Fund our aim is

fo present a dynamic range of screenings, masterclasses and workshops for
filmmakers and film lovers alike. After a gala opening at the CURZON CINEMA,
Colchester, the festival will transfer to the ELECTRIC PALACE CINEMA, Harwich, before
relocating to the MERCURY STUDIO, Colchester and then to the STUDIO THEATRE
Chelmsford for the closing gala awards ceremony. Whether you are a seasoned
professional, an emerging talent or just a film lover, there is something for everyone
at the ESSEX INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL..

IAIN B. MACDONALD began his career making arts documentaries before
winning the Best Short Film Award at the Edinburgh International Film Festival
which led to his work in television drama. In the UK he directed a wide variety
of projects, from Jed Mercurio’s BODIES to Jane Austen’s MANSFIELD PARK
and BBC/Showtime’s EPISODES for which he was nominated for an EMMY.
In 2015 he moved to Los Angeles where he has consistently worked on some
of the entertainment world’s best known shows, including SHAMELESS,
SHANTARAM, PREACHER and the award-winning POKER FACE, on which he

also served as Executive Producer.

LILY STREAMES is an actor, writer, producer and director of ESSEX FILM
COLLECTIVE. With a diverse background spanning films, radio, theatre and
commercials, Lily’s passion lies in championing local talent and fostering the
growth of Essex'’s film industry. As founder of EFC, she has created a platform
for emerging filmmakers to thrive. Lily’s personal mission is to elevate regional
cinema onto the global stage with a commitment to building a vibrant film
community at grassroots level. Her recent film VIAIDOLO] awarded her ‘Best
Actress’ at the San Francisco festival and Official Selection at the BAFTA
recognised Aesthetica Film Festival.

CHARLES SHARMAN-COX is an actor/writer/director for theatre and
film. In 2016, he was invited to join Los Angeles based gay theatre company,
‘Starving Artists’ as associate director. Projects included the adaptation

and direction for film of two of the company’s acclaimed stage plays, LOS
ANGELES FEVER DREAM and CALIBAN REMIX. In 2019 he performed and
directed Edgar Allan Poe’s chilling short story, THE TELL TALE HEART winning
the Best Horror Award at the Cannes Short Film Festival and two Best Actor
Statuettes at the Global Shorts Awards in Los Angeles and the Idyllwild
International Festival of Cinema.

DAY PASSES FOR ALL SCREENINGS, MASTERCLASSES AND
WORKSHOPS CAN ONLY BE PURCHASED ONLINE AT:

www.essexinternationalfilmfestival.com

Free festival programmes are be available at participating venues




THURSDAY 27 MARCH 2025

CURZON CINEMA, 19 QUEENS STREET, COLCHESTER CO1 2PH

ESSEX INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL is committed to recognising and supporting
film talent within the county which is why all films screened at the Gala Opening will
have an Essex connection. Whether it’s through the writing, directing, acting or behind
the camera production, each selected film will be shortlisted for the ‘BEST ESSEX
SHORT FILM’ award that will be announced at the closing gala at the Studio Theatre
Chelmsford on Sunday 30th March.

17:30 - 18:30 Gala Reception, The Minories Art Gallery
19:00 - 20:30 Gala Screening, a selection of ‘The Best of Essex’ films
20:30 - 22:00 Drinks and networking in the Curzon bar

GALA SCREENINGS: 19:00 - 20:30

GILBERT AND GEORGE DAY TRIPPING FOREVER! by lain B. MacDonald: ESSEX INTERNATIONAL
FILM FESTIVAL is delighted to open its Gala Evening with the world premiere of, ‘Gilbert and George Day
Tripping Forever!” Written and directed by EIFF director, lain and produced by his co-festival directors, Lily
and Charles, this film is the final part of lain’s trilogy of films about the internationally acclaimed artists, Gilbert
and George.

GOOD CHOICE, JOSEPH by James Farrell: A man who feels paralysed by choice is sent into an
existential spiral after finding a mysterious tape player that can tell the future.

THE RED BALL by George Morgan: A grief-stricken family migrate from busy London to suburban
Basildon looking for a fresh start, but young Bamike is not ready to move on.

ROADSIDE FUNERAL by Marty Pritchard: Stranded on a remote country road, two feuding brothers
reluctantly become pallbearers to their late mother’s casket. As they traverse the path to her funeral—and the
heart of their dispute —they begin to unravel the true intent behind her unusual last will.

SMOKESCREEN by Nathan Hubble: In the claustrophobic world of Ferndale Sixth Form, reputation is
everything. Katie Harper's strategic release of a nude photo to squash rumours about her secret romance with
a non-binary, gay classmate backfires when the photo goes viral, forcing her to confront the harsh realities of
identity and privacy in the digital age.

WHILE YOU WERE SLEEPING by Charlie Stewart: A short film exploring the longevity and limitations
of artificial intelligence, and the loneliness of deep space.

THE METRONOME by Olivia Bennett: A micro short psychological drama focusing on a drummer
battling against the ticking of time.

HA’PENNY DIP by Harry Mcllroy: During a cost-of-living crisis, three unlikely individuals are forced to
team up with the local psychopath to rob a bank - the bank they all work at.

WHIPPY by James Rooke: A messy turf war has erupted between warring ice cream firms in 1980s
Glasgow after one rogue vendor is caught crossing county lines.

THE LAST DANCE by Hayden McLean: When successful club owner Linford “Fox” Wilson's “LA bar” is
compulsory purchased by the council, it leaves his life and the life of his Caribbean community in total disarray.

TYSERS LIVE - ENTERTAINMENT & MEDIA INSURANCE SPECIALISTS ARE
PROUD TO SPONSOR THE GALA RECEPTION AND SCREENING AT THE
INAUGURAL 2025 ESSEX INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL



FRIDAY 28 MARCH 2025

ELECTRIC PALACE CINEMA, KINGS QUAY STREET HARWICH CO12 3ER

Join us at the beautifully restored 1911 Electric Palace Cinema for a day of films,
workshops and networking opportunities. The programme includes two captivating
screening sessions, a film industry workshop hosted by ‘Owning It Acting Studio’ and a
must attend masterclass hosted by the BFI.

12:00 - 14:00 Screening One

15:00 - 16:00 Masterclass: BFI NETWORK - THE FILM MAKING PROCESS

16:30 - 18:00 Workshop: NAVIGATING AND THRIVING IN TODAY’S FILM INDUSTRY
18:30 - 20:30 Screening Two

SCREENING ONE: 12:00 - 14:00

RING ECLIPSE by Millie Gladden-Walke: Set in a post-apocalyptic world in which the moon has
shattered, two siblings, Caleb and Lola find themselves on opposing sides; one desperate to save their family
and the other desperate to save the world.

THE BIRDWATCHERS by Thomas Winward: What does it mean to be a birdwatcher? Four women
challenge the stereotype and share their love, passion, and fears in the world of birding.

WITHIN THE WATER by Katharina Koall & Eleanor Church: A pregnant woman is meant to radiate
unconditional love for her unborn child but what if her feelings are more complex and dark?

THE (UN)HOLY TRINITY by Laura Jean Healey: ‘The (Un)Holy Trinity’ draws inspiration from three
legendary ‘fallen’ women from Biblical times - Eve, Lilith, and Salome - who, through their supposedly
‘unnatural’ acts of defiance, aggression or desire for autonomy have been demonised throughout the ages.

ACCUSATUS by Jamie Weston: Set in France in the early 1500's, a young wife, grieving the loss of her
stillborn child, becomes entangled in the turmoil of the nascent witchcraft trials when her suffering is twisted
into evidence against her.

| CALLED YOU by Jane Moriarty: Home alone after a night out, Sammy finds signs of an intruder and
must convince the Police she is in danger. But should they believe her 2

TUNNELS by Paul Bloomfield: Rosie suffers from an undiagnosed case of Papilledema - a condition
which causes visual blackouts and affects a person’s judgment. When her ex-partner finds out he threatens to
take their son away. With her connection to her son now in jeopardy, Rosie gets in her car and escapes with
the child.

THE METRONOME by Olivia Bennett: A micro short psychological drama focusing on a drummer
battling against the ticking of time.

HALFWAY BETWEEN THE LAND AND THE SEA by Natalie Mitchell: Teenager Shaun loves looking
out over the River Thames from his Tilbury Flat always wondering what's on the other side. Then one day his
curiosity get's the better of him and he crosses the river which changes his perspective on life forever.



MASTERCLASS: 15:00 - 16:00

‘BFI NETWORK - THE FILM MAKING PROCESS’

A Q+A masterclass with BFI Talent Executive, SAMMY WONG and successful BFl Producer
MAKENNA GUYLER

WORKSHOP: 16:30 - 18:00
‘NAVIGATING AND THRIVING IN TODAY’S FILM INDUSTRY”
Hosted by ‘OWNING IT ACTING STUDIO’

SCREENING TWO: 18:30 - 20:30

RETRO by Sean H Farrow: A homage to retro gaming and people of all ages who play them.

THE GOD MAN by Andrew Foerster: The God man is a 9.5min award-winning animated short that
follows an interview with Astronomer Jonah Weisman; the man who discovered “The God Man” a seemingly
20km tall alien corpse that is slowly drifting toward earth. But is it what we think it is2

ROADSIDE FUNERAL by Marty Pritchard: Stranded on a remote country road, two feuding brothers
reluctantly become pallbearers to their late mother’s casket. As they traverse the path to her funeral—and the

heart of their dispute —they begin to unravel the true intent behind her unusual last will.
THE BACK OF THE HOUSE by Stuart Douglas: A family torn by lost time, love and life.

MEMORY by Riyadh Haque: An experimental documentary re-imagining the childhood recollections of a
Jersey inhabitant, Margaret, through the intimate lens of the director’s British South Asian background.

THE WAKE by Eddie Diamond: Svetlana, a recent widow struggles to navigate her husband’s funeral and
wake as it spirals out of control.

HARLOW CARES by Rhiannon Faith, Adam Sheldon: Harlow Cares is a Dance Film co-created with

workshop participants and the local community celebrating care and community in Harlow.

THE LAST DANCE by Hayden McLean: The final chapter of a famous East London haunt and the
brainchild of successful club owner/promoter Linford “Fox” Wilson. Fox’s world tailspins, as his iconic “LA
bar” is compulsory purchased by the council, forcing him and his patrons out, leaving his life in disarray. A
staple for the Caribbean community, a home of Reggae music and a hub for the Windrush generation. We
witness a community rise up against the onrushing tide of gentrification, that threatens to tear them apart.

Culminating in a final “dance” that will be remembered for the ages.

THE 2025 ESSEX INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL SUPPORTED BY
TYSERS LIVE - ENTERTAINMENT & MEDIA INSURANCE SPECIALISTS



SATURDAY 29 MARCH 2025

MERCURY STUDIO THEATRE, BALKERNE GATE, COLCHESTER CO1 1PT

Join us as we continue to celebrate independent cinema. Along with two sessions of film
screenings from around the world, day three of the festival will feature masterclasses
with industry leaders, TV Producer Michelle Farr-Scott and EIFF patron and feature film
director Andrew Douglas. Don't miss this chance to learn, connect, and be inspired.

12:00 - 14:00 Screening One
15:00 - 16:30 Masterclass 1: GET YOUR SHOW ON TV with Michelle Farr-Scott
17:00 - 18:00 Masterclass 2: FROM ESSEX TO HOLLYWOOD with Andrew Douglas
18:30 - 20:30 Screening Two

SCREENING ONE: 12:00 - 14:00
THE FLY by Jack Carrivick: A story about a clever, malicious spider and an innocent fly.

GOOD CHOICE, JOSEPH by James Farrell: A man who feels paralysed by choice is sent into an
existential spiral after finding a mysterious tape player that can tell the future.

THE CARROT by Joakim Begum: A man travels back to his small town home to tell his parents about the
disturbing discovery he made in his brothers freezer.

MONK FRUIT by Adele Franck: A lonely woman'’s piece of cake turns out to be a recipe for disaster.

SPOOR by Sunita Soliar & Statten Roeg: A freakish, throbbing growth torments Ash. She is stuck
caring for her vitriolic, dementia-ridden mother. With every indignity, Ash’s lump grows, until it erupts, spewing
a mysterious substance. Will Ash figure out what it is and how to stop ite

SAFE by Debbie Howard: Anne an office cleaner, finishes work late one evening to be pursued and
harassed by a man at the bus stop.

WHILE YOU WERE SLEEPING by Charlie Stewart: A short film exploring the longevity and limitations
of artificial intelligence, and the loneliness of deep space.

SMOKESCREEN by Nathan Hubble: In the claustrophobic world of Ferndale Sixth Form, reputation is

everything. ‘Smokescreen’ examines the realities of identity and privacy in the digital age.

MOUSE by Max Fisher: A young boy falls in love with a mouse which his dad is hell bent on killing.

The mouse becomes a lens through which the film explores themes of love, loss, grief and fragile masculinity.

MASTERCLASS 1: 15:00 - 16:30
‘GET YOUR SHOW ON TV, THE ULTIMATE INSIDER GUIDE’
Presented by comedy producer MICHELLE FARR-SCOTT

Michelle Farr-Scott has been working in British comedy for more than two
decades and has produced hit shows including PETER PAN GOES WRONG
(BBC1), BLUESTONE 42 (BBC3) and WHITES (BBC2). Most recently, she
has been Executive Producer on a number of shows including the hit Romesh
Ranganathan series AVOIDANCE (BBC1), the comedy drama ROMANTIC
GETAWAY (Sky) and the sitcom THE OTHER HALF (UKTV.) Michelle considers
her greatest achievement to be organising an entire comedy series set in
war-torn Afghanistan to be filmed on a vineyard in South Africa.




MASTERCLASS 2: 17:00 - 18:00

‘FROM ESSEX TO HOLLYWOOD’

Presented by award winning drama / documentary director
ANDREW DOUGLAS

EIFF Patron Andrew Douglas began his career as an assistant to the
internationally acclaimed photographer Snowdon (Antony Armstrong-Jones).
He was a magazine photographer for Esquire and The Face and then, in
partnership with his brother Stuart, made music videos and commercials as
‘The Douglas Brothers”. His 2003 documentary, ‘Searching for the Wrong-
Eyed Jesus’ won a Royal Television Society award. In 2005 Andrew made his
Hollywood movie debut with ‘The Amityville Horror’ the terrifying remake of
the 1970s horror classic. In 2013 he produced and directed ‘Uwantme2killhim’
which was nominated for the Michael Powell Award for Best British Feature
Film. More recently he completed a documentary, again, with his brother
Stuart, about the Brazilian international footballer Ronaldinho ‘The Happiest
Man in the World". This was followed by ‘Stroke of Genius’ concerning the
tennis rivalry between Roger Federer and Raphael Nadal, a documentary
which was nominated for a Sports Emmy Award.

SCREENING TWO: 18:30 - 20:30

ELSK - To Finnmark with love by Nick Edwards: Elsk lives in Vadso, in the far north of Norway. Elsk
helps out around town with a little light dusting, but come evening Elsk has a very important job to do.

DREAMS by Oran Franco: A spiritual odyssey exploring the fine line between dream and memory.

THE RED BALL by George Morgan: A grief-stricken family migrate from busy London to suburban
Basildon looking for a fresh start, but young Bamike is not ready to move on.

ALL THE TIME by Van Nguyen: A conversation between two siblings about their late younger sister.

DREAM BIG by Pip Swallow: After being passed over for a big promotion at work, Miranda discovers
that she can control the world via her model railway. A bittersweet comedy about a derailed woman, trying to
mould herself to the institution but ultimately finding the power within to create her own.

HA’PENNY DIP by Harry Mcllroy: During a cost-of-living crisis, three unlikely individuals are forced to
team up with the local psychopath to rob a bank - the bank they all work at.

MANMADE by Plum Stupple-Harris: Funerals can be true male environments where men want to cry
but refuse to while their past rides up to hit them. Eddie Holgate is caught in this exact situation, but with the
help of older brother, Joe, Eddie manages to unpick years of emotional neglect and abuse which finally
allows himself to cry.

ESTUARY WINDS by Tom Scott: A scratch and ink film exploring the character of the winds on the
Thames estuary.

HARD TIMES by Eliot Gonzo & Eliot Warren: Hard Times is a stark portrayal of the struggles in tough
socioeconomic conditions. Setin Hackney, London it follows Danny (Elliot Warren), a man grappling with the
challenges of fatherhood under the strain of the cost of living crisis.

WHIPPY by James Rooke: A messy turf war has erupted between warring ice cream firms in 1980s
Glasgow after one rogue vendor is caught crossing county lines.

THE ESSEX FILM OFFICE IS PROUD TO
SPONSOR THE BOUDICA AWARD FOR
THE FILM OF THE FESTIVAL



SUNDAY 30 MARCH 2025

CHELMSFORD THEATRE, FAIRFIELD RD, CHELMSFORD CM1 1JG

Celebrate the closing day of the Essex International Film Festival with two final
screening sessions, an exclusive masterclass with BAFTA-nominated and Oscar-
shortlisted writer-director Elham Ehsas and our prestigious Awards Ceremony including
the announcement and screening of the Film of the Festival.

12:00 - 14:00 Screening One

14:30 - 16:00 Masterclass: THE ROAD TO THE BAFTA’S with Elham Ehsas
16:30 - 17:30 Screening Two

18:00 - 19:30 Awards Ceremony

19:30 - 21:00 Drinks & Final Networking Opportunity

SCREENING ONE: 12:00 - 14:00

THE JUBILEE by Wilma Smith: Mimi is a little mouse girl who is made from the paper napkins from a
wedding anniversary party. ‘The Jubilee” is a poetic and beautiful vignette of romance, love and loss.

AUTISTIC JOY by Aaron Shrimpton & Maddi Crease: ‘Autistic Joy’ is a micro short poetry film

exploring the side of autism that often goes unspoken and under-explored.

TYPICAL? by Sarah Leigh: Frustrated by how they are treated, a group of disabled individuals challenge

the narrative, and barriers, that society has placed upon them.

SAGE by Max Blustin: The right words can oppose even the most destructive hate. ‘Sage’ is a short film
that presents this idea as the subtle ingression of magic into a dangerous and challenging situation.

BROWNIES by Aisha Ford: Setin 1983 at camp, Snot (12) and her all-black girl scout troop seek
revenge on an all white privileged troop for calling them a racial slur. However, things take a left turn which
leads to a shocking truth.

COMME LES CINQ DOIGTS DE LA MAIN by Nicolas Berya: Albert is 45 and dreams of love. This
would be a classic tale if he didn’t have his Siamese twin attached to the end of his left arm. So begins the
dark and comedic unravelling of a twisted love story.

PAS DE DEUX by Sofia Soto: When a lonely young photographer befriends a ghost he can see through
his camera, he is compelled to help him remember how he died.

THE OUTING by Joanne Mitchell: A lonely divorcee, Nellie, meets widower Frank on a trip to the seaside.
Nellie lets herself be swept away by the hope of connection. But as the seagulls circle overhead and Frank
begins to ask too many questions, Nellie realises she will never be able to escape a monstrous family secret.

MASTERCLASS: 14:30 - 16:00

‘THE ROAD TO THE BAFTAS’

From short films to award winning features and television dramas
Presented by Oscar shortlisted writer / director ELHAM EHSAS

Elham Ehsas is a BAFTA nominated and Oscar-shortlisted writer/director working in Film
and Television. He loves stories that explore what it means to be human, how the tiniest
of moments can change us forever through connection and where hope can take us if
we are allowed to dream. His debut short OUR KIND OF LOVE was BAFTA long-listed
in 2019 and has been screened at festivals worldwide. The film has garnered over 3.6
million views on YouTube to date. His latest short film YELLOW was BAFTA nominated in
2024 and shortlisted for the Academy Awards in the same year.




SCREENING TWO: 16:30 - 17:30

HOPE BEYOND THE THRESHOLD by Lucia Wells: The film is about a woman who is afraid to leave her
house and we follow her struggles as she goes about her day.

A MATTER OF MINUTES by Hannah Beach: ‘A Matter of Minutes’ tracks Ava, a 17-year-old girl with a
severe nut allergy, who, at a house party, kisses a boy who's just eaten some chocolate cake containing nuts.
Amongst the selfish partygoers, we track Ava as she fights against the clock to save herself.

RED BIRD by Henry McGrath: A man investigates a strange room, unsure how he arrived there.
As he explores, apparitions allude to the presence of a being whose impact drives a fractious and
frenzied rebellion.

LITTLE MARY by Duncan Paveling: After a diagnosis of cancer, Mary, an experienced Marionette
maker, turns to her craft and beloved husband, as a way to deal with her grief.

ATLAS by Freddie Green: At the secretive Bletchley Park during the Second World War, an intelligence
analyst feels the weight of the world on her shoulders as she’s forced to confront the cost of war and the
barriers set before her.

ESSEX INTERNATIONAL
FILM FESTIVAL AWARDS CEREMONY

18:00 - 19:30

AWARDS FILM OF THEFESTIVAL  SPECIAL AWARDS
Best Animation The Boudica Award Best Actor
Best Comedy Best Actress
Sponsored by .
Best Documentary Best Cinematographer
Best Drama Best Director
Best Experimental Best Essex Short
Best Horror / Thriller Best UK Short
Best LGBTQ+ Best International Short
Best Sci-Fi

Best Student Film






WOULD LIKE TO THANK

Our Curators
OurJudges
Curzon Cinema, Colchester
Electric Place Cinema, Harwich
Mercury Theatre, Colchester
Chelmsford Theatre, Chelmsford
Big Wave PR
The Douglas Brothers
Tysers Live - Entertainment & Media Insurance

Essex Film Office

And all the filmmakers who have submitted their work to the festival

Supported by Essex County Council’s Arts and Cultural Fund







